
F o r ever? Perhaps not . B u t t h e y ' l l last a long t i m e , being based 
upon substant ia l and expens ive Mercedes and V o l k s w a g e n s . We 
tr ied the lat ter , and chose the e x t r a o r d i n a r y A u t o c r u i s e r , subject 
of m u c h recent interest because it is the o n l y V W T r a n s p o r t e r 
w i t h a shower/ to i l e t c o m p a r t m e n t and single beds. In length and 
w i d t h it is smal ler t h a n a big estate car and o f fe r s unques t ionab ly 
better motor ing t h a n does a motorca ravan based upon any other 
light c o m m e r c i a l . 

Moto r ing , in the superb 7 8 bhp water-coo led petro l V o l k s , is 
pure e n j o y m e n t for dr iver and passenger. T h e r ide is c o m f o r t a b l e , 
steering l ight ye t d i rec t iona l s tab i l i t y good . D i a m o n d ' s s leek, 
f low ing high top seems to improve tne drag fac tor and there is 
v i r tua l l y no w i n d noise at speed . (What there w a s appeared to 
come exc lu s i ve l y f r o m a p i l l a r -mounted radio aer ia l . " S t i c k it o n 
the r o o f " seems to be obv ious answer . ) 

My w i f e and I have lost c o u n t of the number of new 7 8 bhp 
V W s w e have t r ied dur ing 1 9 8 3 . We had rather hoped D i a m o n d ' s 
demonst ra tor w o u l d be the s lower 6 0 bhp m o d e l , so tha t the 
d i f ference cou ld be assessed. Ins tead , w e en joyed an even more 
exh i la ra t ing expe r i ence , fo r th is 7 8 mode l came w i t h the 5-speed 
gearbox , an op t ion tha t most manu fac tu re r s have t o l d us is not 
.vorth the ex t ra £ 2 0 0 , fo r it prov ides closer rat ios rather t h a n an 
overdrive top gear. Whether it is rea l ly w o r t h the m o n e y depends 
j p o n the buye r . £ 2 0 0 is a smal l p ropor t ion of the £ 1 0 0 0 0 or so 
charged for the w h o l e package. 

S u f f i c e to say tha t I en joyed dr iv ing th is V o l k s more t h a n 
any o ther I have so far t r i ed . T h e f ive speed box was versat i le . 
= our th gave c o m f o r t a b l e and s i lent c ru is ing ( up to about 7 0 m p h 
I needed) and w i t h much better acce le ra t ion than t o p o n 4-

izsed mode l s . T h i r d was t r u l y versat i le , tak ing the A u t o c r u i s e r 
ef fort less ly f r o m a w a l k i n g speed c raw l into the f i f t i e s . Second 
••.as a t o w n - t r a f f i c rat io and f i r s t for s ta r t ing . She w o u l d take o f f 
• second w i t h o u t comp la in t on level roads bu t it meant s l ipping 

:~e c lu tch a l i t t le and is not to be r e c o m m e n d e d . 
Gent le d r i ve rs , t ak ing advantage of the f ive rat ios to keep the 

engine tu rn ing happ i l y bu t never rac ing , shou ld be able to 
- p r o v e o n w h a t seems to be the standard petrol c o n s u m p t i o n 

: " around 2 5 mpg — w h i c h d rops d ramat i ca l l y if fu l l advantage 
: taken o f the 78 's t o p speed (we l l into the 80s) and acce le ra t ion 
• - ch leaves most t r a f f i c s tand ing . 

Y e s , I en joyed m y t ime in the dr iv ing seat of t-.'s . z <s. : 
fe l t capable o f 100 m p h , bu t I d idn ' t t r y . We m i s s e : t~e : a s t ,e 
loca t ion , t h o u g h , of the curved backrests o* t n e r.s'zi'z 
f r o n t seats, fo r D i a m o n d ' s we re made to becc r re ca™ z~ a aaa 
S o to 

T h e caravan 
T o produce any motorca ravan w i t h twin single b e d s , h & c 
wate r sys tem and shower room at less t~ = - £" 7. ZZZ t - e s e c ay s 
w o u l d cal l fo r ca re fu l cost ing and e. ~, - a ; a - : " ., est a. ~z co it 
on a V o l k s , nei ther the cheapest zz- — a s : a a a ; : a : a z~ oase 
veh ic les , shows ex t reme ingenui ty , - a s t~e a - a - ; sa c e e - success­
f u l ? 

D e m a n d , s ince the f i rs t p - c t c a . c e . .as s e e - a : 3o . ve r s of 
Harpenden last spr ing , ' .voj c sea— a : :aae :-.= a-- ' rmat ive , 
A u t o c r u i s e r s are made to order — a - ; r r c e - books are f u l l . 
T h e y are sell ing th rough s L t n c ' s e a ceaie-s ma in i y to ret i red 
couples w h o don ' t w a n t the bu k c - expense of a coachbu i l t , yet 
need fu l l l i fe-support sys tems . So my w i f e and I put the demon­
strator th rough its oaces w i t h more than academic interest . 
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Entrance f rom side door, with rear seats pulled apart to provide two 
singles (seat box nearest camera is mounted on runners for easy sideways 
movement, locked by a bolt ) . 

Rear seats are together here, to form a settee. F ront seats are easily 
re .srsed on their swivels. Th is is one of the few driver's seats which wil l 
turn through a full 180 degrees. 

Rear seats pulled apart again to form top ends of twin single beds, 
match ing with ful ly reclined cab seats. Lush floor carpet covers whole of 

. -g area, including cab. 

Part of the double bed set-up, with nearside rear seat pushed to right to 
meet its twin. Opt ional extra cushions are available to bridge gap between 
front seats. 

V i ew of side entrance with single beds in posit ion, showing the gap 
through which it is possible to enter f rom outside. K i t chen accessible 
f rom inside via the centre gangway. 

Just a bit of the generous storage provision — a large, unobstructed 
locker beneath one of the rear seats (copy of MMM gives an idea of 
the s ize) . 

: it suit us w h e n I grew t i red of our spacious but space-
: : - = - T ; - i g Moto rhome? 

Eve-yth'n.g was accessible, w i t h not too m u c h stooping or 
z-z'-zThe lower k i t c h e n cupboards were sha l low back-to-

=: - c kneel ing was necessary wh i l s t rummaging at f loor 
r r Z azi- cupboards were higher up and easy to reach. T h e r e 

= : i :-==•: z=a\f storage space scattered a r o u n d a n d reachable . 
~~i z.i'nz " ' < e ' wou ld swa l low m u c h of the c lobber we 

i-z • ,-=: w o u l d n ' t go there w o u l d f i nd a permanent place 
: - --•= i~z --. ; ? : < . stay ing there unt i l needed because, un l i k e 

: • : - , = ' ; ' : - = , Au to cruiser doesn ' t put the bed over the 

_ : ? > T ' : : _ e :,v - -ea r seats were generous and un-

obs t ruc ted . T h e r e was a w i d e shelf above the k i t chen and a big 
cupboard at high level above ref r igerator and wa rd robe , made 
rather inaccessible by a t i n y door . ( I cou ldn ' t get m y arm into 
the far corners , w o u l d need a pair o f lazy tongs to reach any ­
th ing lodged there. ) I f al l else f a i l ed , or we decided to ca r r y an 
a n n e x e , there 's the rear roof rack . 

Sa t i s f ied w i t h storage p rov i s ion , we tu rned our a t t en t ion to 
seats and beds. A u d r e y , as she a l w a y s does, t r ied t rave l l ing on 
the rear seats. No c r i t i c i sms about ride qua l i t y here, fo r it was a 
V W . B u t backres ts we re dead upr ight and gave poor loca t ion . 
" A l l r ight fo r occas iona l u s e , " was the verd ic t — and in th i s two-
berth mode l , tha t ' s abou t all tha t w a s l ike ly to be expec ted of 
t h e m . 
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V .7 

1'" ' 1 
~ /// J 
Rear seats pushed together for clear access through side door to the rear 
kitchen area, where f loor is vinyl covered. E lectrolux 1 2 2 refrigerator is 
located above sink. 

Stainless steel is now often abandoned in favour of enamel for sinks and 
cookers. Opt imus stove's glass cover is raised here — it rattles when 
lowered for travelling. 

Low level view of storage beneath k i tchen work top. T w i n upper cup­
boards are deep, lower pair are shal low. Production door and cupboard 
catches have brass f inish. 

T h e big cupboard with the small door , above the re-
be seen below the shelf w h i c h is above the kitchen. " 
runners beneath shelf, held by bolt. 

Mm 
•••teii **m*.p 

'mti—• I : k i — w * m i*i 1 ^ — ' ^ • ' w w -

Storage compartment above cab is deep front-to-rear beneath sloping 
roof and is carpet l ined. Not much height but room for a couple of 
folding chairs and many small items. 

F ront seats pushed forward to show their swivel bases and storage com­
partments beneath (battery beneath driver's seat). Each seat has kr.cbs c 
each side for the reclining mechanism. 

The Diamond cab seats can be swivelled to any angle — easily. 
In fact, this was one of the very few motorcaravans in which I 
nave succeeded in turning the driver's seat through a full 180 
degrees. We sat on reversed cab seats for relaxation, reclining 
Dackrests to suit our individual tastes and resting our legs on the 
rushions of the rear seats. With a couple of scatter cushions, we 
.•.ere comfortable and the interior of the little Volks seemed 
;oacious enough. 

Beds were quickly made. Front seats (facing forwards again) 
*ave backrests fully reclined. Backrests of rear seats are removed 
on their frames and slotted in horizontally to bridge the gaps. 
The 5-inch upholstery made for comfort but we found the 
width of 22 inches barely adequate. Diamond assured us that 

customers requiring wider beds could have them, at the = = " " :e 
of some interior floor space. 

A headboard would be an asset on the lefthand be- - = : — e-
thing simple, perhaps, to slot in to replace the backrest f r -== 
been removed to bridge the centre gap. Or couples ecu : : -.'-z 
top to tail . (The driver must sleep feet forward, tc 
beneath the steering wheel — but he has a back-est e ; - - ; 
against the forward wall of the toilet roorn.i A zz.z e zn 
option is available, using extra cushions to f i ; ! t _ e ; = : ret . 
the front seats. We were glad to find that it 's . ' . $ : zz-.z -. -; 
enter or leave the caravan, via the side coo-. ; - ; e 
are down. 

The little kitchen was a delight. Net r n _ : - •'•: '• 
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= 3 s : ; a panel has usual dials and switches, plus a flashing light to indicate 
coolant level. Radio is extra. Books and maps slide off sloping top panel. 

One of the easiest of the WV engine covers to remove, for there's nothing 
in the way. Oil and water check and service points are behind the hinged 
number plate. 

One of the three fluorescent lamps (others are above kitchen and in loo), 
12 volt and mains sockets and Zig control unit for mains and 12 volt 
electrics. 

16 amp, three pin, DIN standard mains electric connection is on offside, 
concealed beneath a hinged flap. Water inlet is on rear side, behind cab 
door. 

View through opened rear tailgate shows yet more storage space behind 
kitchen unit, small wardrobe and Paloma water heater which is vented 
through VW's side grille. 

From any angle, the Autocruiser is a goodlooker, with high top that 
appears low yet provides adequate standing room. Simple rear roof rack 
folds flat when not in use. 

in so small a van, the table was never far away and the shelf 
above provided dumping space, so it wasn't as cramped as it 
might appear in the photographs. The gleaming Optimus 8340 
hob grill is very goodlooking — and functional in that the top of 
the grill provides a warming plate. That pretty glass cover rattles 
annoyingly when motoring. It can be silenced with a folded tea 
towel but it's time motorcaravanners had silent cookers. 

Audrey liked the kitchen, appreciated having somewhere to 
stand and work which she could call her own, whilst I was able 
to enter and leave by the side door without disturbing her at her 
chores, an activity that's difficult in our bigger Motorhome. 

So, we come to the feature that is undoubtedly the main 
selling point: the shower/toilet compartment. To be honest, it's 

cramped. I found I could just — only just — sit upon the small 
Porta-Potti but couldn't get up or down with the door closed! 
The manufacturers concede that space is limited here and 
thoughtfully provide a modesty curtain which is more yielding 
than solid walls. The shower head, on the usual flexible hose, 
can be used to wet the whole body but it is essential to keep the 
shower curtain tucked behind the high threshold step if the 
kitchen is not to be flooded. I defy anyone but a midget to 
have a full shower — soap and all — with the door closed. Even 
so, after a tiring day's driving, it's refreshing just to get wet all 
over and this is perfectly possible in this tiny smallest room. 

There is no basin. One washes at the sink, where h & c is also 
on tap (assuming you've gone round to the back to light the 
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mm a 

View of toilet compartment over rear seat 
appears to narrow gangway. Rear wall is all 
mirror, appears to increase interior size. Roof 
vent has extractor fan. 

Toilet compartment viewed from kitchen area 
to show Porta-Potti and shower tray. Potti 
stows in recess beneath mirror when shower 
is in use. 

The shower curtain can be extended outside 
the compartment to provide a little extra 
standing space and a measure of privacy. 

w a t e r h e a t e r ) . T h i s m a d e m e t h i n k . I f t h e l o o d o o r w e r e h i n g e d 

a t i t s f o r w a r d e n d , i t w o u l d o p e n a c r o s s t h e v a n , f o r m i n g a 

p a r t i a l p a r t i t i o n b e h i n d t h e r e a r sea ts . G i v e n , s a y , a c u r t a i n t o 

s h u t o f f t h e r e m a i n d e r , t h e V o l k s w o u l d e f f e c t i v e l y b e c o m e t w o 

r o o m s , w i t h s e a t s o r b e d s i n t h e f r o n t h a l f , t o i l e t a n d k i t c h e n a t 

t h e b a c k . 

I a s k e d t h e m a n u f a c t u r e r s a b o u t t h i s . I t w a s p o i n t e d o u t t h a t 

e n t e r i n g t h e l o o f r o m t h e c e n t r e g a n g w a y w o u l d i n v o l v e f i r s t 

w a l k i n g t o t h e k i t c h e n a r e a , t h e n o p e n i n g t h e d o o r , i e t w o 

o p e r a t i o n s i n s t e a d o f o n e . P e r s o n a l l y , I ' d b e p r e p a r e d t o p a y t h e 

p e n a l t y . I f t h e g e n e r o u s l y l o n g b e d s ( 6 f t 5 i n ) w e r e s h o r t e n e d , 

t h e w h o l e k i t c h e n - t o i l e t a r e a c o u l d b e t h a t m u c h m o r e s p a c i o u s . 

A n o t h e r f i v e i n c h e s o n t h e l o o w o u l d m a k e a l l t h e d i f f e r e n c e ! 

I n t h e f i n a l a n a l y s i s , w e a w a r d e d f u l l m a r k s f o r i n g e n u i t y i n 

g e t t i n g a q u a r t i n t o a p i n t p o t a n d n i n e o u t o f t e n f o r p r a c t i c a l i t y . 

T h e a n s w e r t o t h e q u e s t i o n p o s e d e a r l i e r is — y e s , y o u r e d i t o r i a l 

c o u p l e C O U L D l i v e i n t h e A u t o c r u i s e r a n d , e q u a l l y i m p o r t a n t , 

h a v e r o o m t o c a r r y a l l t h e c l o b b e r t h e y j u s t c a n ' t l i v e w i t h o u t . 

A u d r e y w o u l d i n s i s t o n t h e w i d e r b e d a l r e a d y o f f e r e d a n d J o h n 

c o u l d n ' t r e s i s t s w i n g i n g t h e l o o d o o r t h e o t h e r w a y , j u s t t o f i n d 

o u t . O n o n e a s p e c t w e ' r e e n t i r e l y i n a g r e e m e n t : w e ' d e n j o y t h e 

m o t o r i n g m o r e t h a n i n a n y o t h e r base v e h i c l e a n d t a k e p r i d e i n 

o w n e r s h i p o f a g o o d l o o k i n g p a c k a g e t h a t b e a r s n o r e s e m b l a n c e 

t o a c o m m e r c i a l d e l i v e r y v a n . 

C o l o u r s c h e m e 

E x t e r i o r , w h i t e w i t h b l u e s t r i p i n g . M u s h r o o m c a r p e t i n c a b a n d 

s i t t i n g a r e a , t i l e d v i n y l i n k i t c h e n . P a l e b l u e a n d b e i g e f l o w e r e d 

D r a l o n u p h o l s t e r y . W a l l s , r o o f a n d s i d e d o o r l i n e d w i t h c a r p e t -

t y p e m a t e r i a l t o t o n e w i t h d e c o r . L i g h t o a k f u r n i t u r e w i t h 

r e c e s s e d c a t c h e s . P a s t e l c o l o u r e d f l o w e r e d c u r t a i n s o n b e i g e 

b a c k g r o u n d — h a v e w i r e r e s t r a i n e r s a t b o t t o m s o f w i n d o w s , a r e 

f i t t e d w i t h f a s t e n e r s o n p r o d u c t i o n m o d e l s t o p r e v e n t g a p s . 

B r o w n e n a m e l s i n k a n d O p t i m u s 8 3 4 0 c o o k e r . 

I l i k e d : 

A t t r a c t i v e , n o n - c o m m e r c i a l 

e x t e r i o r 

F i v e g e a r s 

S p a r k l i n g p e r f o r m a n c e 

C o m f o r t a b l e r i d e 

C o m p a c t o v e r a l l d i m e n s i o n s 

P u r p o s e - d e s i g n e d 2 - b e r t h 

S l e e k h i g h t o p 

T w i n s i n g l e b e d s 

G e n e r o u s s t o r a g e s p a c e 

S w i v e l l i n g f r o n t sea ts 

F u l l e q u i p m e n t 

K i t c h e n a l w a y s a c c e s s i b l e 

E a s y s e a t / b e d c o n v e r s i c -

R o o f r a c k 

G o o d a l l - r o u n d f i n i s h 

I w o u l d h a v e l i k e d : 

R e s t r a i n t b e l t s or ' 5 3 - sea 

O p e n i n g w i n d o w s as = : = " : 

S h a p e d f r o n t seats 

W i d e r b e d s 

L a r g e r l o o 

H e a d b o a ' c * c - z~z 
N o n - r a t t : - g zzz<e-
Q u i e t e - s z -z zzz-

V o l k s w a g e n A u t o c r u i s e r b y D i a m o n d R V 

P r i c e a t t e s t d a t e : £ 9 9 7 9 

O p t i o n a l e x t r a s : 

7 8 b h p p e t r o l e n g i n e 2 3 3 * 

5 s p e e d g e a r b o x 2 0 0 

A u t o m a t i c t r a n s m i s s i o n 5 0 6 

D i e s e l e n g i n e , 1 . 6 L 6 4 2 

B l o w n a i r gas h e a t i n g 3 8 6 

E b e r s p a c h e r p e t r o l o r d i e s e l h e a t e r 4 8 3 

W i n t e r i s i n g k i t 1 2 1 

D o u b l e b e d 1 3 3 

D o u b l e g l a z i n g 5 4 3 

L o u v r e d o r s l i d i n g w i n d o w P O A * 

V W d e l i v e r y c h a r g e 1 7 0 

* f i t t e d t o t e s t v e h i c l e . P r i c e s t o n e a r e s t £ 1 . 

D i m e n s i o n s 

O v e r a l l h e i g h t 8 f t 3 i n ( 2 . 5 1 m ) : \e-.zz~ ' 5~ Z - 4 . 5 7 -

w i d t h 6 f t 0 3 / 4 i n ( 1 . 8 5 m ) 

B e d s - 7 7 x 2 2 i n ( 1 9 5 5 x 5 6 0 m m ) 

T a b l e - 3 0 x 2 1 i n ( 7 6 0 x 5 3 5 m -

O v e r c a b : a v e r a g e w i d t h 4 9 ir. 1 1 2 4 5 . — , — 

m a x i m u m d e p t h 3 9 'r <35Z~TH 

W a r d r o b e : d r o p 3 3 i n ( 8 4 0 ~ ~ : v . i d t r 2 2 ' n : 5 6 0 m m ) ; 

a v e r a g e d e p t h 8 ' 2 i n ( 2 1 5 m m ) 

T o i l e t r o o m — h e i g h t 7 0 i n ( 1 7 8 0 m m ) ; w i d t h 2 7 in ( 6 8 5 m m ) ; 

d e p t h a t w a i s t 2 3 ' n ; 5 8 5 m m ) . 

V e h i c l e p r o v i d e d f o r t e s t b y : 

D i a m o n d R V L t d , U n i t 2 6 , Y o u n g ' s I n d u s t r i a l E s t a t e , 

S t a n b r i d g e R o a d , L e i g h t o n B u z z a r d , t e l : 0 5 2 5 - 3 7 0 1 3 7 . • 
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